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President's Message

Dear CALA Members & Friends,

I am honored to be your President, and I want to acknowledge the
leadership of Ray Pun and last year’s board. I also want to thank
everyone who volunteered your time and effort to serve on committees
and task forces. I want to thank our sponsors because their support is
essential to the success of our programs in the past year.

Over the years, I have gotten to know and have built relationships with
many of you through committees/task forces and at conferences, but for
those I have not met, let me take this opportunity to tell you more about
myself. I started my career as a web services librarian at Indiana

University South Bend. Throughout the years, I took on new
responsibilities like collection development, subject librarian, and
recently served as the Director of Research and Learning. For leisure, I
love spending time with my family, traveling, and trying out new food!

When I joined CALA in 2006, I was welcomed and supported by CALA members from the Midwest Chapter. The
opportunity to serve as CALA webmaster, volunteer for committees and task forces, and serve on the Board of Directors,
gave me a great appreciation for what CALA offers. I especially treasure the long-lasting support and friendship with so
many of you.

This year, my priorities will be to (1) offer training on topics related to leadership, (2) provide professional development
opportunities that align with interests of CALA members, and (3) engage CALA members to network and collaborate
across chapters.

In 2021, Patricia “Patty” Wong, CALA’s life member and library leader, served as the first Asian American president of
American Library Association (ALA). This year, our immediate past president Ray Pun, is running for ALA President. We
are all very proud of him and would like to do what we can to support one of us running for AL A President!

All of the work is focused on enriching your experience as members, so we are always open to feedback on how we can
better serve you. Feel free to reach out to me, Executive Committee members, the Board of Directors, or any of our
chapter leaders if you have ideas or would like to get involved. I’m looking forward to a terrific year and am grateful for
your support and dedication to CALA to make it all possible!

Very Respectfully,
Vincci Kwong

CALA President 2023-2024
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Libraries as Partners for Emergency Preparedness and Response in
Times of Crisis: An IMLS National Leadership Grants for Libraries
Project

Lian Ruan and Kelda Habing

The University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) Illinois Fire Service Institute Library, UIUC School of
Information Sciences, and Consortium of Academic and Research Libraries in Illinois (CARLI) are pleased to announce
their collaboration as co-partners on a recently awarded Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) National
Leadership Grants for Libraries project: Libraries as Partners for Emergency Preparedness and Response in Times of
Crisis (LG-254819-OLS-23). Occurring from August 2023 through July 2025, this two-year planning type project is a
preliminary investigation into partnerships between multiple libraries and emergency response groups in their
communities such as the fire service, emergency medical service, public health departments, and others during a
community-wide crisis. Libraries of all types have proven themselves as providers to their communities during a myriad
of emergencies, including but not limited to the COVID-19 pandemic, wildfires, natural disasters, severe weather, gun
violence, and more. However, little research has been conducted on the scope and nature of these partnerships and the role
of libraries as partners during emergencies. The Libraries as Partners project intends to begin to fill this research gap and

lay the groundwork for future in-depth studies in this area.

Major grant activities are divided between the two years of the project. Year One focuses on a case study survey of Illinois
libraries, taking the Illinois library community as a microcosm of the national library community, to gain an initial
understanding of library-community partnerships during emergencies. Survey findings will directly contribute to the
development of two Community Engagement Roundtables in Year Two, to raise the discussion to the national level and
bring together librarians and emergency responders from across the United States for a conversation on survey findings
and future roles of libraries as partners during emergencies. Every stage of the project will be guided by a network of
Illinois state and national advisors who represent library and emergency response organizations. The project’s close work
with both state and national advisors will ensure that findings uncovered through this preliminary planning investigation
are abundant and well-representative of library and partner communities across the nation, as well as reflective of the

needs of the diverse communities that libraries and partners serve during emergencies.
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The project’s intended results include multiple deliverables such as a survey findings report, CERs findings reports, and a
project white paper. The completion of the Libraries as Partners project and its activities will provide a baseline
understanding of library-community partnerships during emergencies, especially the scope and nature of these
partnerships and the role of libraries in these partnerships. This project will underscore the role of libraries as uniquely
suited to serve and support their communities during public crises in ways that no other organization can, especially
marginalized and underserved communities, and inspire libraries of all types to take their place as equal partners for
emergency preparedness and response. The outcomes of this initial investigation and future research that it will make
possible will deepen the bond and strength of community networks, and ultimately increase libraries’ capacity for

constituency support during emergency preparation, response, and recovery.

The project team includes Dr. Lian Ruan, IFST Head Librarian/Director of International Programs and a CALLA member
who has served CALA in multiple capacities, as Project Director; Dr. Jessie Chin, iSchool Assistant Professor, as Research
Director; Dr. Sharon Comstock, iSchool Assistant Professor, as Coordinator for the Advisory Committee and National
Advisory Board as well as conducting research; Anne Craig, Senior Director of CARLI, as Member Engagement
Coordinator; Dr. Karen Brown, Professor Emeritus at the Dominican University School of Information Studies, as
Facilitator for the Community Engagement Roundtables; and Kelda Habing, IFST Research and Grants Librarian, as

Project Assistant.

The Year One Illinois case study survey is currently nearing completion and will be released by the end of November and

run through early 2024. While we ask that only librarians in Illinois complete the survey, librarians from across the United
States are invited to participate in the Year Two Community Engagement Roundtables in 2025.For more information or to
see how you can be involved, contact libraries.as.partners@gmail.com or visit the project’s website at

https://imlsgrant.web.illinois.edu/.

American Libraries Highlight CALA and its 50th Anniversary!

by Ray Pun

American Libraries publication highlights CALA's 50th Anniversary. Please read CALA Turns 50 which was published on
November 1, 2023 in American Libraries. Here are additional comments from Past CALLA Presidents:

Diana Wu (CALA President 2005-2006): I was the president in 2006 when CALA first established Best New Book
awards. Our story was recognized and published by ALA official publication at the annual conference.

Dora Ho (CALA President 2007-2008): Just want to add a few fun facts/historical details for you to add to the 50th
anniversary information: In the early 2000s, I helped the Books to China Committee by seeking donations and helping
with shipments to China. (That was when I first got involved with CALA). I remembered that I had to drive all the way
out to Malibu and Hermosa Beach to pick up books. That is how we were about to ship over 100,000 books! For the first
Literature Award, I was the one who helped with the selection guideline and presented the first Award to Gene Luen Yang
that year. I was the CALA Vice President at that time (2006) There wasn’t a formal presentation, Sandy Wee and I just
gave the award to Gene at the Lobby of the restaurant where CALA had the banquet.


mailto:libraries.as.partners@gmail.com
https://imlsgrant.web.illinois.edu/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2023/11/01/cala-turns-50/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2023/11/01/cala-turns-50/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2023/11/01/cala-turns-50/
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An Interview with Past ALA Honorary Chair

and Award-Winning Author Kelly Yang
L EEEBIED SRS T LI E5RKelly Yang (5% © 9l
Fi-17)

By Raymond Pun and Shuyi Liu
%48 : Raymond Pun, Shuyi Liu

Left to Right: Kelly Yang, Shuyi Liu, and Susen Shi (Photo Credit: Sai Deng)
MEZEH : Kelly Yang, Shuyi Liu, Susen Shi (& K8 © Sai Deng)

At the ALA Annual Conference in June 2023 in Chicago, CALA hosted a 50th anniversary social and poster session. This

event was co-sponsored by many CALA partners such as SJSU iSchool, NASIG, EBSCO, Penguin Random House
Library Marketing, OverDrive, and Simon & Schuster!

20236 I Z A 2 EE BIEHS (ALA) £k, 2EEAERERANE (CALA) %71 T 50/ 12K
SRR RN 2. XSS 0 NI K FE 8% F (SISUiSchool) | Jb3E#4: H MM SINASIG, {2 B
M55 HZIEBSCO, #5228 HBEEBIEEHMI 1. ¥ & TriOverDrive, b3 i h % Simon & Schuster&s £
% CALAL (F (K FEI & BB 2 77 |
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At this event with over 50+ attendees and many poster presenters, we also had an honorary guest who spoke about her
work as an Asian American author and library advocate: Kelly Yang. During our session, Susen Shi asked a few questions
to Kelly about her work as an Asian American author. Shuyi Liu translated the conversation into Mandarin. Kelly Yang is
the New York Times bestselling author of Front Desk (winner of the 2019 Asian Pacific American Award for Children’s
Literature), Parachutes, Three Keys, Room to Dream, New from Here, Finally Seen, and Finally Heard. Key Player was
chosen as a CALA Honor Book for Children’s Fiction by the CALA Best Book Award subcommittee in 2023. Front Desk
also won the Parents’ Choice Gold Medal, was the 2019 Global Read Aloud, and has earned numerous other honors
including being named a best book of the year by Amazon, The Washington Post, Kirkus Reviews, School Library
Journal, Publishers Weekly, and NPR.

FBA50% 5 £EME S WMBERESIN T XXIEL) , I RNTERER — MR E 7% , Kelly Yang (Fi% © #l
Fitn) PR T HEEALEEEFERMEREESERILIE. E5hHE , Susen Shikij T Kelly{F 7 1. % 5 H
RS — L AH 6 T(Fm R, Shuyi Lini®#h 100 8 E Ak 7 i@ 6. Kelly Yang2 (ALIRHR) mEHIER , &
B (Fia) GHE019FEAEE/LE¥L) . (BER) . (CGegr) o mnER) o UXEF
) (BWEW) 1 (EBET) o mrarEs CEEAY) ¥ CALA fHEE H3F 722 420234 CALA |
BNREE R, (F16) AREFRKMAESIL, 20195 2REFHER , DRHMA SRS , g, (F
BEsaR) . GUsefngic) . CEREBEHETD)  GEREETD fl ZEERAH #Has (NPR) FEAE
B B

In this piece, we followed up with Kelly, and wanted to know more about what she’s working on and what she reads!

XXBYH , BT —F %15 T Kelly , 7 EE LM 7 B4 H J7#) TIEFIIELE RS2 !

CALA: Thank you for speaking with me! Can you please tell us about yourself? At what point did you decide to be
an author and what was your path to publication?

CALA : i ez AR5 | I LIAERNIN A—TEE O ? M 2 @R E R A —ZIFER 7 BRI Z B2
EREH]?

Kelly: I’ve always wanted to be an author, but when I was little, I never saw any authors who looked like me, so I didn’t
know if it was possible for me. So instead, I went to law school and then I became a teacher. It wasn’t until I became a
mom, and my oldest was 8 years old, that I realized he didn’t know anything about my childhood! That’s when I decided, I
had to fix that because my childhood was amazing. I got to run the front desk of a motel! So I sat down to write the
story...which became FRONT DESK.

Kelly : #—EBMNA—RER , BEHH/DAIR R , TR WERBXFERIIER , Fr AR HE X Bk i 5 A
BE. ERIETEFER , RGN T —R# Il BRIRERA—RER , WKL TEARSS T, HF B IREMEXT
HWEE—THA | SREIRN RRTE |, BRI XA RIS, HARKEERE. HEE 0T — T ERIERIH]
A | IR ALTRE T X ME...... ek iE) .
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CALA: From Front Desk (2018) to Top Story (2023), your books have uplifted many readers (adults, young adults,
and children alike) especially those of Asian heritage. The stories have made them feel seen and connected. Is there
anything you would like people to take away from your books?

CALA : M (wi&) (20184) F) (keig®) (20234) |, iy Bsil 7 R 2 3:% , @fmREAN. SLEMIL
B, LHEIHFEE., XERBEILMITRBE QML GaE AMTMERHEHER+27?

Kelly: I want to inspire young people to be proud of who they are and where they come from. To celebrate their stories,
their uniqueness, their history, and their families! To know that yes, the world can be a terribly unfair place, but at the end
of the day, I believe kindness prevails. And they can do anything in this world as long as they have the courage to go for
their dreams!

Kelly : B EE2 A B SR BW BRI B, RAMATITRE, BOIemeetE, gL, bl
HIREE | EHIE , BH) , HRARR— 1 IFEA LT , HEL , ZAHEEERS&M —U. REFESEKX
B, AR A DAE A I R E TS

CALA: As of September 6, 2023, what books are currently on your nightstand and how do you decide what to
read?

CALA : #Z2023F9H6H , EHIRLAE LB ATAWLE S ? Eaf kg 8t 2 ?

Kelly: I’'m currently reading THE SCHOOL FOR GOOD MOTHERS, about an Asian American mom who finds herself
suddenly having her child taken away because she was a “bad mother”. I gravitate towards books that make me think, that
explore the dynamics of privilege and class, especially as they pertain to women and immigration.

Kelly: ¢ Al E/EE (FRERER) , R — M LHEEERLINE I FRAWE , HARMERA—
A, Bt TR AL BB E . RN R ENH , LHEED Rt R,
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CALA: Unfortunately, we've seen an increasing wave of book banning happening in schools, libraries, and
bookstores in the United States, especially targeting books by and about people of color and LGBTQ+ people.
What are your thoughts as an author regarding banned books and ways for us to work together to ensure these
works are not censored in our communities?

CALA ! =12 , ERERMNBHAR. EBREMHE LI 7TBRE LR RE , TERHNE & AT
FILGBTQ+ AR H5E. (EA—RIFR , EXBRERRIBREEMEL , DU HATAN A [E 3 70 (R XL (S AR AT
HIRE DX F AR B AT S 7

Kelly: I think banning books is a direct attack on public education and on libraries. They’re an attack on the librarians and
educators who have been professionally trained and who have devoted their lives to curating and recommending books.
And to all of us who care about free thinking and the exchange of ideas. I believe it’s a threat to the democratic fabric of
our society because it’s the tyranny of a few holding everyone hostage. The only way to stop it is to speak up about it — all
of us, together. To that end, I’ve written a new novel FINALLY SEEN, about a young Chinese immigrant girl who refuses
to let anyone take away her right to see herself on the page. I also frequently make videos, trying to raise public
awareness. By using our voices, our passion, our humor, and our creativity, I believe we will turn the tide — and we are!

Kelly: AP ERITE T ARAEMERE. XEXNZEL W, REZNTEFHHEBBNEBIER
MEE LIEERAT S, WM E L0 B BEZMBERZRAIAN. X2 ENE S RESDATE , KX
RAOBNKIRE, BXAE AR5, BHIEERME— ERERE A —REE, AL, ’RE T —KFHhE (&
WEIW) , R ERINEEH R AIELEM AFZFHAE B HEE B SR, RAZEE ERR , K&
REARER. BHEE , @SR NOESE, BE WEBMGET , BT RH—RITHIEE M !

CALA: We are excited to read Top Story (2023)! Congratulations on this new publication! You are a prolific author
and we wanted to ask you what's next. Can you share with us a preview of what you are working on? Do you
experience writer's block?

CALA : HAMBRIAR ML Gk ®E) (20235F) | IBREHHERD | SR ML P0ER , BAVEAEEBET
KA 23l BEERATGRN D ZFE—TEEEAFRINE 7 ER G BB 0l FRE 7

Kelly: I am beyond excited for young readers to dig into FINALLY HEARD, my newest middle-grade novel, coming out
in Feb 2024! It’s about social media and kids! It is the sequel to FINALLY SEEN and it follows Lina, a 10-year-old
Chinese American immigrant girl, who is convinced she can help save her mom’s struggling small business if her mom
just lets her have a phone and post on social media! Soon, Lina descends deep into all the apps...discovering there’s much
more to social media than she ever bargained for. It’s a book I wish every kid would read before they get a phone. I’'m
hopeful that it might just save the next generation. Young readers will be riveted, shocked, infuriated, and ultimately...
inspired to look at all our digital choices through new eyes!

Kelly : FIE 8 AR 2R E N CABEMIIT) BB AGSE , XTI (20244 2 H H H IR AT R ik | et
T HARAE BTSSR | R (GHEN) MLEE , Wk 7108 EEEER RZBAMITEE. FHR
(&, WRGWIEMR A — & AU SR B, st sEAS B BB 1 FE AR R/ Nl | RER , FIARERFE
BEMNVAERF.... KA HEFIZITEEH THRER. XE—AEAHEEN B TEME FILZ Bi# R 51 .
HA LB ECREEIT — (. FRIIRF WKL BiE 0, F&EE..... . SR , DRI W HATFE
W e |
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CALA: If readers wanted to learn more about you and your works, how should they connect with you?

CALA : IIRIEHF(EE L3 T R EAERIER , AT 2 f S &K R ?

Kelly: Ironically, yes! They can totally connect with me on social media, lol! I’'m @kellyyanghk on Instagram and X, and
@kellyyangauthor on TikTok and Youtube. They can also check out my website — kellyyang.com, where I frequently run
student writing contests!

Kelly : 17220152 , B | if]15E 2] DLBH (AR BR 53R DR | mans | F i InstagramFI X FH 7 4
1= @kellyyanghk , 7£ Tiktok#{l Youtuber'] F§ . %% /& @kellyyangauthor, {138 7T LAij5 (=] F A G kellyyang.com ,
BREFEMERNFEBFLE

CALA: Is there anything else you would like to share with us that we didn't get to talk about?
CALA : AEH2FANEEITIEE , BERESHI =R ?

Kelly: Thank you CALA for celebrating Asian American stories and giving me the opportunity to join your 50th
anniversary celebration at ALA! I am so inspired by all the work CALA is doing!

Kelly : B#CALAPRIEATEE AR | FIRERAHL LS MK EALARISOR 4 H st | CALAR ) — 5145
UL B

CALA Member Published Works

Wenxian Zhang published two articles this fall, "Learning by Doing in the Segregated South," and
"Strangers and Faraway Places." Please see the citations below.

Zhang, Wenxian. (2023). "Learning by Doing in the Segregated South: The Robert Hungerford Normal and
Industrial School for African Americans in Central Florida." Phylon: The Clark Atlanta University Review of
Race and Culture, 60(1).
https://scholarship.rollins.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1405&context=as_facpub

Zhang, Wenxian. (2023). “Strangers and Faraway Places: The Visualization of the Chinese People and
Culture in the Early U.S. Print Media” has just been published in Ridiculosa: La China et la Caricuture
Occidentale (2023): 27-46.

For more information, please visit
https://www.eiris.eu/publications-de-leiris/publication-ridiculosa/la-chine-et-la-caricature-occidentale/


http://kellyyang.com
http://kellyyang.com
https://scholarship.rollins.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1405&context=as_facpub
https://www.eiris.eu/publications-de-leiris/publication-ridiculosa/la-chine-et-la-caricature-occidentale/ 
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The Lost Memory of Canton in the West:

Sketches of China and Canton under the Dragon Flag are Published
by Sophia Deng

Translation of Sketches of China: with Illustrations from Original Drawings (Chinese title: {710 & 1 MNIKic) ) was
published by Guangdong People’s Publishing House in July 2022. It is part of the “Lost Memory of Canton in the West”
book series. Another book published together in the same series is Canton under the Dragon Flag (Chinese title: { /i
I INGRD ).

Sketches of China was originally written by William Wightman Wood (1804-?), an American journalist, businessman, and
poet in the early 19th century. It is Wood’s account of his own observations of southern China, primarily the city of Canton
and its environs, including Macau, during the 1820s. The content was drawn from notes Wood made during his travels in
China and was originally published in 1830. As indicated by the author, its purpose was to provide a brief sketch for those
eager to learn about China, its manners and customs, and its main characteristics. It covers a wide range of topics, from
history, geography, business, and politics to social customs and people’s lives. The nearly 100 sketches, or short articles,
address commercial topics such as Hong, tax law, and the opium trade, as well as facilities such as shipyards, forts, and
canals. Social phenomena like petitions, gambling and secret societies, and people like Hong merchants, barbers, and
policemen are also exposed. Wood considered the Jesuits’ description of China to be romanticized and aimed to be
“impartial” and “unprejudiced”; however, his views and descriptions of China and the Chinese are forthright and
interesting, with a tint of “orientalism”. The translation was done by Sai Deng, a Librarian from the University of Central
Florida, and reviewed by Professor Guoqing Li from Ohio State University.

Canton under the Dragon Flag is a collection of text and pictures by seven Westerners who came to China in the mid to
late Qing dynasty. These Westerners had diverse vocations, including a member of the embassy’s entourage, a missionary,
a diplomat, a banker, a governor, a painter, and an agricultural scientist. They wrote about their experiences in China and
documented Canton’s scenery, geography, humanities, and politics with curious and unique perspectives. The Chinese
book is compiled and translated from several books, including Travels in China (by Sir John Barrow, 1764-1848), A
Narrative of an Exploratory Visit to Each of the Consular Cities of China, and to the Islands of Hong Kong and Chusan, in
Behalf of the Church Missionary Society, in the Years 1844, 1845, 1846 (by George Smith, 1815-1871), The Attache at
Peking (by Algernon Bertram Freeman-Mitford, 1837-1916), China (by Henry Arthur Blake, 1840-1918 & Mortimer
Luddington Menpes, 1855-1938), China, Its Marvel and Mystery (by Thomas Hodgson Liddell, 1860-1925), and Farmers
of Forty Centuries or Permanent Agriculture in China, Korea and Japan (by Franklin Hiram King, 1848-1911). This book
is compiled and translated by Guoging Li.

The book series “Lost Memory of Canton in the West” introduces foreigners’ travels in Canton and records life in the
nineteenth-century city. Two other books in the series were published in the fall of 2019: Walks in The City of Canton (
"IN+ K) ) and Fourteen Months in Canton ( /" JN3k(Z) ). A new title, {i&{L /it 4 ) (translation of A Guide to
the City and Suburbs of Canton, by John Glasgow Kerr, 1824-1901, translated by Guoging Li and Yao Chen), was also
published in the summer of 2023 and has recently gained attention in the popular “City Walk” in Guangzhou.

EETESARE
FEEAR

Figure: The “Lost Memory of Canton in the West” Book Series
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Held in Trust: A Brief Summary

By Raymond Pun

On April 28, 2023, as the CALA President, I was invited to attend the Held in Trust national convening at the Library of
Congress, Washington DC. Held in Trust is a cooperative agreement between the National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) and the Foundation for Advancement in Conservation (FAIC). Funded by Held in Trust, the full day convening had
sessions exploring the roles of conservationists, preservationists, and archivists working together to support cultural
heritage materials, buildings, and resources. Dr. Carla Hayden, Librarian of the Congress, introduced the program and

welcomed everyone.

I also had a chance to connect with the American Indian Library Association (president??) Richenda Hawkins at the
meeting as well as other fellow museum workers, librarians, and archivists. Many of the speakers focused on the
importance of conservation work and their impact on African American and Indigenous communities. There were also
many students who attended the program and I was able to connect them to CALA and CALA’s work. I thank the held in
Trust for supporting this work and for an opportunity to connect with many museums, libraries and archival workers.

According to the website, “The Held in Trust Report examines the intersection of conservation and preservation with nine
critical areas of study and outlines future actions for practitioners, funders, and professionals across the cultural heritage
sector.” For the full report, please chick on the link below.

Foundation for Advancement in Conservation. 2023. “Held in Trust: Transforming Cultural Heritage Conservation for a
More Resilient Future.”
https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/publications/reports/held-in-trust/held-in-trust-report.pdf.


https://www.culturalheritage.org/docs/default-source/publications/reports/held-in-trust/held-in-trust-report.pdf
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6th Annual Makerspaces for Research and Innovation (MIRA)
Conference: A Resounding Success
by Amy Jiang

The 6th Annual Makerspaces for Research and Innovation in Academic Conference (MIRA) was hosted by the Libraries
and Learning Common on July 11, 2023, and it was a resounding success.

Amy Jiang, Interim Co-Dean of the Libraries and Learning Commons founded the makerspace in 2014 and since then has
been organizing MIRA national conference for 6 years.

In 2023, Over 200 attendees joined us from all over the United States, and we were thrilled to welcome participants from
around the world, representing countries like Australia, Canada, Ireland, South Africa, and Spain. The conference drew a
diverse mix of institutions, including Community Colleges, K-12 schools, Public and Private Universities, Special

Libraries, and Government Organizations.

During the conference, we gathered virtually to explore the realms of making and innovation. Our sessions covered a wide
array of important themes, with a particular focus on diversity, inclusivity, and equity. Notable presentations included:

"Women’s Maker Program: Improving Gender Equity in STEM" from the University of Virginia.
"Making For All: Accessibility in the Makerspace" from the University of Nevada, Reno.
"Incorporating Makerspace into Academic Programs" at the Houston Community College.

For more details on these presentations, please visit the MIRA website.

MIRA Local Meetup: The impact of MIRA extended beyond the main conference. On July 12, 2023, we hosted a
successful MIRA group local meetup at the University of California Riverside. Approximately 30 local maker spaces
came together to connect, meet and explore possibilities for collaboration.
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CALA Travel Grant Report

by Shuzhen Chen

It was a great honor to receive a 2023 CALA Travel Grant to attend the ALA Conference this year. After three years of
disruption by COVID, I finally got the opportunity to travel out of Hawaii to the mainland and attend ALA, participate in
the CALA poster session, and other activities.

My favorite experience from the ALA Conference was the CALA poster session. With one individual poster and one
group poster with CALASYS committee members, I communicated with CALA members and peers on areas of my
interests: cataloging, metadata, digital repository, and more. There were interesting topics on libraries and librarianship in
the poster session, such as social media, subject headings, training for international students, CALA open scholarly
communications, and equality in scholarly publishing.

This year is CALA’s 50th anniversary celebration and I enjoyed CALA’s other activities. For example, Kelly Yang shared
her experiences about writing a book, which was inspiring. It would be great to have more CALA members share their
work and experiences.

As a Catalog/Metadata Librarian, I was interested in attending sessions related to metadata creation, linked data, and big
data. I made the best use of my time to attend sessions aligned with my interests and benefited from my peers’ best
practices and insights into these areas. Besides,

it was beneficial to learn more about the new RDA, official RDA Toolkit, and the timeline of implementation. With the
emergence of Als in the library and information science field and its impact on library services, such as reference services,
there is an increased interest among librarians and related professionals. It is time for librarians and information science
professionals to think, evolve, and adapt to new environments, update skills, and make full potential of AI technology to
provide optimal services in the library and information science field.

This year, I was delighted to see some conference attendees from mainland China and Taiwan present at AL A and CALA
poster sessions. It was great for them to learn the conference presentation avenues. They shared their projects and
innovative practices at their institutions via the ALA Conference. CALA members actively promote conference programs
in the United States and attract attendees from China and other regions. I hope to see more worldwide attendees and more
professionals joining CALA and participating in CALA activities.

Something worth noting is that CALA president, Ray Pun, and other CAL A members’ dedicated services to CALA have
made CALA’s management operation and professional activities smooth, especially during the special year of CALA’s
50th anniversary.

Attending AL A and CALA activities was a rewarding experience. I particularly thank CALA for providing conference
travel and other grants to give CALA members more opportunities to attend conferences, receive training sessions, and
engage in professional development. Hopefully,

more CALA members will benefit from CALA grants, and in return, make CALA a more robust library and information
science professional organization.
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World Library and Information Conference: 88th IFLA General
Conference and Assembly

by Michael Bailou Huang, CALA Executive Director

Michael Bailou Huang, CALA Executive Director, Director of Global Library Initiatives and SUNY Distinguished
Librarian of Stony Brook University, attended the World Library and Information Congress: 88th IFL A General
Conference and Assembly in Rotterdam, the Netherlands from August 19 through August 25, 2023.

The Congress theme was “Let’s work together, let’s library” and about 3,000 delegates from over 100 countries
participated in the annual event. The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) is the
leading international body representing the interests of library and information services and their users. It is the global

voice of the library and information profession.

Michael serves his second term on the IFL.A’s Health and Biosciences Libraries Section as a standing committee member
(2019-2023). In addition, Michael is a member of the IFLA North America Regional Division Committee (2023-2025).
During the Congress, Michael actively participated in business meetings of the Health and Biosciences Libraries Section
and North America Regional Division Committee and their open sessions titled “Demonstrating sustainability in health
and biosciences libraries” and “Digital inclusion and libraries in North America: Lessons learned.” On August 20, Michael
attended both the China Caucus and the US Caucus. CALA is an institutional member of IFLA. As a CALA
representative, Michael attended the IFL.A General Assembly on August 23.

Thanks, CALA for awarding me the IFL.A Registration Grant so I can participate in this exciting conference!
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IFLA 2023 conference report

By Guoying (Grace) Liu, University of Windsor

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) Congress 2023 recently took place in
Rotterdam, the Netherlands, with an array of events and sessions fostering collaboration, innovation, and knowledge
exchange.

Among the engaged participants was the IFLA Library Publishing Special Interest Group, orchestrating insightful sessions
and presentations. As a dedicated member of the IFLA Library Publishing Special Interest Group, I contributed to the
organization of the one-day satellite event titled "The Global Impact of Library Publishing." This event, held at the Royal
Library of the Netherlands in The Hague on August 19, 2023, featured four impactful sessions and a culminating panel
discussion. With enthusiasm, attendees delved into discussions surrounding the profound influence of library publishing
on a global scale.

Moreover, the Library Publishing Special Interest Group orchestrated an open session on August 22, 2023, under the
theme "Working Together to Expand the Impact of Library Publishing Globally." During this session, I had the privilege to
present "Mapping the World of Library Publishing: Unveiling the Global Landscape and Collaboration behind the
Scenes." As the leader of the IFLA Global Library Publishing Map project since its inception in 2019, T had the
opportunity to illuminate the project's origins, the collaborative efforts fueling its progress, and the intricate global
landscape it portrays. Sharing statistics from the publishers represented on the map, I also addressed the challenges
encountered during the project's execution and discussed forthcoming plans.

Further engaging the discourse, on August 24, 2023, I had the honor to present at the "Digital Technologies and
Sustainability: Say Your Piece in 7+3" session hosted by the IFL.A Information Technology Section on behalf of Jason
Zou and myself. Titled "Towards More Cyber Security: Concept, Trends, and Best Practices for Libraries," our
presentation underscored the critical importance of cyber security in the digital age. Held in Port 1 B room, the session
reached a diverse audience through both live streaming and onsite attendance. Notably, other distinguished presenters in
the session included Jianbin Jin, the Director at Tsinghua University Library, and Bohyun Kim, the Associate University
Librarian at the University of Michigan, who shared their innovative projects.

Beyond these enriching sessions, I also presented a poster titled "Cybersecurity and Libraries: Global Trends, Strategy,
and Best Practices," in collaboration with Jason Zou.

The congress also provided ample opportunities for networking and cultural exchange. Engaging in events such as
Braindate, the cultural evening, and the OCLC reception, I had the privilege to interact with numerous CALA leaders,
members, as well as new and old friends and colleagues from around the world. Through Braindate, I had a serendipitous
encounter with Ms. Elizabeth Naumczyk, the founder of the Library for the International Criminal Court in The Hague,
Netherlands. Sharing a Polish proverb, "If you don't have what you want, then like what you have," Ms. Naumczyk added
an inspiring note to the global discourse.

In its entirety, the IFLA Congress 2023 indisputably emerged as an enriching and transformative platform, fostering
knowledge exchange, collaboration, and the establishment of international connections. Importantly, this event provided a
significant opportunity to elevate CALA's visibility on a global stage, further solidifying its role in the international library
community.
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Presenters and the Moderator at the live session
“Digital Technologies and Sustainability: Say Your
Piece in 7+3” by IFLA IT Section, Thursday, August
24, 2023.

Presenters, Moderator and the IFLA Library
Publishing SIG Convenor at the open session
“Working Together to Expand the Impact of Library
Publishing Globally”, Tuesday, August 22, 2023.

Discussing my poster with congress attendees,
Wednesday, August 23, 2023
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With CALA leaders, Tuesday, August 22, 2023

With Ms. Elizabeth Naumczyk, August 23, 2023

At the OCLA reception, Thursday, August 24, 2023
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At the Cultural Evening, Tuesday, August 22, 2023
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At the Exhibition Opening Party, Monday, August 21, 2023
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CALAIFLA WLIC 2023 Report

By Raymond Pun

il

Photo of CALA members and friends left to right: Shali Zhang, Ying Zhang, Brian Cheung, Xuemao Wang, Xi
Chen, Min Tong, Michael Bailou Huang, Le Yang, and Ray Pun.

This year’s IFLA World Library and Information Congress (WLIC) was held in Rotterdam, Netherlands. I am thankful to
be a recipient of the CALA IFLA Travel Grant for 2023. In this report, I will share my role in IFLA and in this WLIC
2023. I gave a presentation at a satellite meeting in the Library Services to Multicultural Populations Meeting Section in
the Hague. This section is where CALA members like Le Yang, Hong Yao, and Xi Chen have been active or soon to be
active. In this meeting, CALA Asia Pacific Chapter President Katherina Lee from Nanyang Technological University
Singapore also attended the conference. Dr. Theresa Byrd, Dean of University of San Diego invited me to present in this

satellite meeting held in the Dutch national centre of expertise and repository for research data (DANS).

I co-presented with Dr. Philip Schreur from Deputy University Librarian, Stanford University Libraries. Our presentation
was entitled: ”Recognizing Information Privilege and Representation in Data: Critical Concepts and Skills to Enhance
Professional Roles in the Library Field.” We discussed the issues of data representation in research and how to support

library workers supporting data services of diasporic communities.



20 No. 128, Fall, 2023

Conference Reports &
Programming

Photo of Panelists Left to Right: Catharina Isberg, Tamar Evangelestia-Dougherty, Ray Pun, Moon Kim,
and Carmen Lei (photo credit: Rajen Munoo)

In the WLIC, I chaired the session, “Toxic Librarianship and Leadership: Strategies and Methods in Addressing Difficult
Workplace Environments.” Carmen Lei, a CAL A member and a librarian at the Macao Institute for Tourism Studies,
presented her literature review. Tamar Evangelestia-Dougherty, Director of Smithsonian Libraries and Archives, Moon
Kim, Head of Collections Services at the University of British Columbia, and Catharina Isberg, Director of Lund Public
Library, all gave brief presentations on this topic and offered suggestions to counter challenging workplace issues. We had
round table discussions for over 200+ attendees to debrief. I am a standing committee member of the Continuing
Professional Development and Workplace Learning Section (CPDWL) from 2019-2023, as the ALA representative for this
standing committee. I also co-facilitated a session in the Knowledge Café program with Carmen Lei, on ChatGPT and

Open AT and discussed these issues with librarians from Canada, China, and Serbia.

It was great to connect with so many new and seasoned friends and CALA members. I attended many sessions to represent
CALA globally during this memorable trip. I am thankful to CALA, the CALA Travel Grant Subcommittee 2022-2023,
for awarding me the travel grant that made this trip possible.
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2023 Qualitative and Quantitative Methods in Libraries (QQML)
International Conference
by Yanli Li

With CALA’s conference travel grant, I attended the 2023 QQML International Conference held at the Hellenic
Mediterranean University in Heraklion, Crete, Greece, from May 30 to June 3, 2023. The conference was hybrid:
physically and virtually organized. The theme of the conference was “Library as a Promoter of Democracy and Active
Citizenship,” which consisted of five sub-themes: 1) Agenda 2030 and Archive Library Museum (ALM) Communities; 2)
the Impacts of Libraries; 3) ALM Communities; 4) Democracy and Visibility; and, Future Libraries. The program
included high-quality contributions from the delegates of 46 countries. In total, 93 papers, 5 plenary talks, 3 workshops,
and 10 posters were presented.

Two plenary talks focused on misinformation and challenges for digital information literacy instruction. Nikos Panagiotou
and Anthi Baliou indicated misinformation is a major threat to liberal democracies. Media and information literacy should
include the right to access information, as well as the quality of the information provided. Heidi Julien explored how
misinformation and disinformation spread, how information behavior facilitates this spread, and the potential roles of
information professionals in countering it.

The workshop by Camille Thomas and Tatiana Bryant discussed Black, Indigenous, and People of Color faculty
perceptions of open access in the social sciences and humanities. This topic resonated most with me as it concerns
diversity and inclusion in open access. They presented the qualitative methods and analysis process used in the study,
including intentional approaches to collecting demographic data for BIPOC subjects. The results of the study included
perceptions of whether open-access publishing has contributed to or challenged racial, geographic, and language biases in
the global south and academic publishing broadly. Session attendees also shared their experiences with knowledge
inequities.

There were several sessions on Artificial Intelligence (AI). In “Addressing the Gap in Al Education and Training for
Librarians: The IDEA Institute on Al,” the presenters provided an overview of the IDEA (Innovation, Disruption, Enquiry,
Access) Institute on Artificial Intelligence (AI), a one-week intensive, interactive, evidence-based, and
applications-oriented professional development program for library and information professionals. They also provided
insights into the roles of librarians in the age of Al, including the impact of ChatGPT. In “Digitisation of Cultural Heritage
in Galleries, Library, Archive, and Museum (GLAM) Communities: Convergence Challenges in the European Context,”
the research results revealed that the development of digital technologies, such as artificial intelligence, 3D technology,
and virtual reality could present opportunities for the GLAM community to promote its cultural heritage. In “Discovering
Information Hygiene,” the researcher explored practices and behaviors individuals use to maintain a healthy and safe
digital environment. This paper highlighted the importance of information hygiene during the development of artificial
intelligence.

At the conference, I presented my research, “Online Information Access by Immigrants: Libraries Have a Role to Play”. I
also had great opportunities to meet with other librarians, professors, and information specialists. Overall, it was an
amazing experience and would advance my professional development and enhance my research in the field of library and
information science.
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2023 IFLA World Library and Information Congress (WLIC)

by Jingjing Wu, Associate Librarian Digital Resources at Texas Tech University Libraries

I am pleased to provide a comprehensive report on my participation in the 2023 IFL A World Library and Information
Congress (WLIC) in Rotterdam, Netherlands. As a standing committee member and the Information Coordinator of the
Statistics and Evaluation (SE) Section, I attended the 88th WLIC and a satellite meeting co-hosted by the SE Section and
Utrecht University Libraries in Utrecht.

This year was particularly noteworthy as it marked the election year for IFLA, resulting in the infusion of fresh
perspectives into the SE Section. My presence at the WLIC and the satellite meeting allowed me to establish face-to-face
connections with several new members from Asia, Africa, and North America, fostering a sense of friendship and
collaboration.

During the satellite meeting, I had the opportunity to present a session discussing my utilization of ChatGPT to enhance
the readability, performance, and accessibility of library websites. Notably, one attendee expressed keen interest in my
efforts related to web accessibility evaluation and improvement, and we have scheduled further discussions on this subject
later in the year.

Additionally, I actively participated in the Committee's business meeting, contributing to discussions surrounding our
action plan for the upcoming year. As a section officer, I also attended the Officer Forum, where I gained insights into the
expectations of the IFLA HQ.

One highlight of this year's Congress was the collaborative session co-hosted by the SE Section and the Metropolitan
Libraries Section, titled "Impact Assessment: A Slice of Current Practice." During this session, Colleen Cook from McGill
University Library presented the findings and insights derived from our joint questionnaire project conducted since the
previous year. Furthermore, the SE Section conducted a standalone session titled "Communicating Impact and Value in
Libraries," which received substantial attendance and generated numerous thought-provoking questions from the audience.
Notably, these sessions were accessible to online attendees, and I had the privilege of moderating online discussions to
ensure their active participation. It was evident that libraries worldwide are increasingly focused on evaluating the impact
of their services, programs, activities, and resources, making library assessments a topic of growing interest. Towards the
end of our session, we solicited workshop ideas and suggestions from the audience. In the past fiscal year, we successfully
hosted two workshops on library assessment, and we plan to continue organizing workshops on similar themes in the
coming year.

In summary, the 2023 IFLA WLIC Conference proved to be a highly enriching experience. It allowed me to deepen my
understanding of IFL A and its operations, share valuable insights from my daily work, fulfill my responsibilities as a
standing committee member and officer, expand my knowledge of library assessment, and reconnect with familiar and
new acquaintances within CALA and beyond. I am immensely grateful for the financial support provided by CALA's
IFLA Registration Grant, which significantly eased the financial burden associated with this trip.

Thank you for your continued support, which has enabled me to actively contribute to the global library community in this
significant event.
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Let’s Work Together, Let’s Library: IFLA WLIC 2023

by Hong Yao, OCLC Global Council Delegate ARC Chair,
ALA Councilor-at-large 2023-25, CALA Past President

The 2023 WLIC has ended with the rich and rewarding conference experience still lingering. Thanks to CALA’s travel
grant, I attended the IFLA conference for the second time. Below are a few personal highlights:

I attended IFLA’s Public Library of the Year Award ceremony. This year, four libraries, including Shanghai Library, were
shortlisted as finalists of the sixteen outstanding new libraries from eleven countries. Cathy Chen and I took the
opportunity to meet with Shanghai Library delegates, led by its deputy director, Mr. Xu Qiang, and to congratulate
Shanghai Library, on behalf of CALA, for being selected as the finalist for the top honor in the library world. Even though
Shanghai Library did not receive the award this year, it was a learning experience. Knowing more about the award criteria

will enable us to support Chinese libraries in their pursuits to earn the top award in the future.

I was impressed by the number of posters displayed on the conference exhibit floor. It was a rewarding experience to walk
through the posters, viewing many interesting topics and chatting with the poster’s creators. I also visited ALA’s table to
speak with Michael Dowling with a suggestion to revive ALA's sponsorship of a book fair program for Chinese books.
Michael expressed his interest in doing so. I will look for contact information for Shanghai & Hong Kong Book Fairs and
share it with him and the ALA office staff.

As a committee member of the Library Services to Multicultural Populations Section, I participated in an open forum,
“Why bother? Let’s discuss why libraries need to play a role in protecting minority languages”. Presenters made a case
for the urgent need to preserve minority languages in libraries and local communities as many languages are dying. As
languages disappear, so does their unique knowledge and culture. It is quite an education for me to learn how many

languages are dying every day and what we can do to help preserve them.

I also enjoyed the cultural event at the Rotterdam Zoo and the OCLC reception hosted at St. Lawrence Church. It was a

great conference that forced me to look at issues from many different perspectives.
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